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Highlight of the Year
by Gord Vair

One of my memorable moments for 1999
was when Bud Jackson lined up our
group to sing at the Colborne Public
School in Strathroy.

Jim McDougall gave a fine presentation
on the uniqueness of “Barbershop
Harmony” to the young students and
after we sang a bit, he invited students to
come and stand amongst us and hear
that harmony.

My first thought was, “this should be an
interesting experiment”! I wondered
about the dynamics of the class. Would
students laugh at those who came up?
Would there be peer pressure to
intimidate those who would like to come
up?

My fears were groundless. I watched with
pleasure as students came and stood in
our midst two or three times. Nearing the
end of our presentation, I saw two
students sitting in their chairs and the
rest were standing with us. Then the
teacher across the hall, from where we
were, insisted that we come to her class
before we left. We finished off by singing
to the office staff.

I count tliis as a very special moment for
me in 1999.

A sizlecial thanks to Bud Jackson for
making it happen.

Tribute to Brian McDougall
by John King

At the chapter Christmas party on Dec. 4, 1999,
Brian McDougall was honored for his commitment
and dedication to barbershop over a 19 year period.
Brian received the “Barbershopper of the Year
Award” as well as the “Hall of Fame Award”.
This is the first year for the chapter’s “Hall of Fame
Award” and Brian is the first recipient.

Brian has been in barbershop since 1980. He was a
member of the London Chapter from 1980 to 1995,
sang with the Burlington Chapter from 1985 to
1989 while at McMaster University and he has been
with the Strathroy Chapter since its formation in
1995. As a member of the Strathroy Chapter, Brian
was a chorus director for 4 years and editor of
Fanfare for 5 years. Recently, he resigned from
these positions to pursue his interest with the
barbershop quartet known as The Wave.

Brian has done a great job directing the chorus and
as editor of Fanfare and he will most certainly be
missed. Since inheriting the editor’s job for
Fanfare, I have become aware of some of the work
Brian has put into the Strathroy Chapter. Brian has
helped me advance my computer skills in order to
produce Fanfare.

It was through Brian McDougall that 1 developed
an interest in barbershop and subsequently joined
the Strathroy Chapter a few years ago..

Thanks Brian, for all your help, and keep up the
good work with The Wave. You can be proud of
your accomplishments with the Vocal Federation.
You have certainly helped us develop as singers and
as a chapter and for that we are in your debt.

Bulletin Editors:
Please forward a copy of your future bulletins to

John King, Fanfare Editor, 240 Mill Pond Cr.
, ON. Canada N7G3R1. Thank you.




by John King
Fanfare Editor

Editor’s Report

I must first thank Brian McDougall for the great
job he has done for the Chapter as Chorus
Director and Fanfare Editor over the past four
years. Bnian has set Fanfare up so future editors need
only to carry on. I have learned that Fanfare is one of
the better Barbershop publications. It goes to 12
chapters in the United States, Kenosha, the Trillium
editor and 25 chapters in Ontario. The exchange of
bulletins between chapters is vital to the production
of a quality bulletin for our Chapter.

I accepted the job as your editor with some
reluctance having seen the job that Brian McDougall
has been doing and of course, recognizing the
difficulty of following in his footsteps. | accepted the
challenge on the grounds that my standards may
never reach his standards as Fanfare editor and in
fact, Fanfare might be no larger than one page.
However, Brian has provided me with generous
training and the job no longer seems as formidable. In
fact, with a little luck it could almost be enjoyable.

The standard for Fanfare in the future will
depend on your efforts, as well as mine. The goal
is to provide our readers with interesting articles
and current information. Local information is our
top priority. Since I will not be at all chapter
activities, they cannot be reported without your
input. Hence, Fanfare is counting on all members
to report on their involvement in chapter
activities.

In addition, I am hopeful that the spouses and
family members of Chapter members will feel
welcome to write articles of interest. After all, these
are the people that support our hobby. They attend
many of our functions and are in a position to provide
us with valuable input on what was good or bad and
how we can improve our performances even if it is
just so they can enjoy them more. A recent example
of family participation in Fanfare was the article by
Agnes Simpson regarding the Cabaret. Good work
Agnes, we are looking forward to more of your
articles.

Consequently, if you or anyone in your family
would like to write an article for Fanfare, please do.
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If you would like to contribute on a regular basis as a
guest columnist that is even better. Guest columnists
can have their photograph beside their article and
who knows, they may someday become famous
writers, and it all started with Fanfare.

You can fax your article, mail it, e-mail it or hand
it to me. Even if you don’t have the time or desire to
write, simply put a few points together on a slip of
paper and | will do the rest. If all of this is too much,
please call with the information and 1 will look after it.
Those of you who are in quartets may wish to
designate someone in your group to report on
your activities to the Fanfare editor. If this happens,
please advise me of the designate’s name.

I notice that Brian occasionally received reports for
Fanfare on computer disk. This method is fine but it
requires transferring the disk back and forth. An even
better method, for those of you with an on-line
computer, is to transfer your report by e-mail.
However, if you don’t have e-mail capability, please
continue with disks..

The intention is to continue to publish 8 issues of
Fanfare per year with publication dates being
around Feb 2, March 22, May 3, June 14, July 26,
Sept.13, Nov. 1 and Dec 13. Deadline dates for
input to Fanfare will be about one week earlier
than publication dates.

With your help, Fanfare will continue to be a

successful and worthwhile publication, capable of
supporting a strong and vibrant chapter.

ext Fanfare Deadline:
March 15, 2000.

anN
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Rookie of the Year Award

At the Dec. 4, 1999 Christmas party, Bruce Cameron
was honored with the Vocal Federation’s “Rookie of

the Year Award”. In spite of the fact that Bruce has
only been in barbershop for short time, he has been
willing to sing in quartets, wear unusual clothing
during performances and an engaging smile while
singing with the chorus. He is a real performer and a
great asset to the Vocal Federation. We need young
men like Bruce in the chapter and hope he continues
to assist in this very positive way.

Changes to The Board of Directors

This year there are several changes to the Board
including the election of the new President, Dr
Frank Knoll, Orval Allen as Secretary; Bob
Fennell, VP Chapter Development and Arnold
Dixon, VP Performance. Congratulation to these
four gentlemen for taking on these tasks for the
chapter. We wish you every success and encourage
other members to assist you when required.

This column would certainly be remiss if the past
efforts of Jim McDougall and Bob Day were not
recognized. Bob Day will not be on the Board of
Directors in 2000. We thank Bob for acting as
Secretary to the Board for the chapter over the past
few years.

Jim McDougall has stepped down as President but he

will continue on the Board of Directors as the
Immediate Past President. Jim is the founding
President of the Vocal Federation and the leader for
the past 5 years. Without Jim McDougall, | doubt if

there would be a chapter in Strathroy and under these

circumstances, 1 and many others, would have missed
out on barbershop and all the fun that we have had
over the past few years. Thanks to Jim McDougall
for giving people in this area a chance to enjoy
singing and the fellowship that comes with barber
shopping.

Suggestions from the “Pype”
[ would like to see the chapter prepare and produce:

1)An introduction package consisting of a membership
directory, a mucic flow chart for new members,
expectations and music help information to present to
singers when they join.

11) A chapter tri-fold handout for new members and
community promotion. It could include general
information about the chapter.

1i) A chapter structure diagram with a brief explanation
of how “this” chapter works.

1 would also like to see the chapter develop a better
procedure for accepting chorus (sing outs) performances,
to improve our attendance at the same. :

Sing-cerely,

Don Pyper.
Chorus Director.

Christmas Caroling For Strathroy
Businesses

( the following letter appeared in the Strathroy Age
Dispatch on Jan 12, 2000; reprinted with permission)

Singers are appreciated

I’m sure | speak for all the retail staff and customers who
were shopping in Strathroy on the evening of Dec. 22,
when | say a huge thank you to the Strathroy Barbershop
singers.

These gentlemen braved the cold night air to bring some
holiday cheer to those of us who were working and
shopping.

What a delight it was for me to hear such wonderful live



harmony after listening to pre-recorded Christmas music
for the last two months.

1 know these gentlemen have been doing this for the last
few years and have surely brightened many peoples’s
evenings. You have helped to bring back the true feeling of
Christmases long ago that has disappeared in this hustle ,
bustle world.

Keep up the great singing, guys. You were the highlight of
the season.

Lori Clarke,
Strathroy.

New bulletin editor gets training at
COTS 2000

Thanks to the efforts of Trillium Editor, Waldo
Redekop, | now have a better understanding of the
responsibilities of the chapter bulletin editor. This and
a lot more was part of the two-day seminar at COTS
2000 held at Geneva Park near Orillia. (COTS stands
for Chapter Operations Training Seminar)

According to Mr. Redekop, the chapter editor is
responsible for everything that goes into the bulletin
and must edit with this in mind. So if the editor
changes anything in an article you have written for
Fanfare, you will know he is only doing his job.

In all cases, the editor will endeavor to sustain the
point of your article but cannot guarantee the original
wording will appear in Fanfare. I don’t want any of
this to discourage you from writing articles for
Fanfare, 1 just want you to know how the system
works. In most cases, very little editing will be
required and even if it is, | hope you will find the
results acceptable.

Another challenge will be trying to make sure
everything in Fanfare conforms to copyright law.
This can can require substantial effort since even
much of the Society’s material is apparently covered
by copyright law. Naturally, T will be trying to figure
out what is covered by copyright and get permission
in advance or not use the material.

I am not going to elaborate further on this subject
but 1 want you to know that the training was really
worthwhile and, in my opinion, essential for doing
this job properly.

John King,
Bulletin Editor.
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Raising funds for a worthy cause

It appears that the Ontario District Association of
Chapters, S.P.E.B.S.Q.5 A has been around for about 54
years while its charitable component has apparently been
part of Ontario barber shopping for the past 26 years.
Approximately $270,000 dollars was raised by Ontario
barber shoppers in 1999 and donated to the Harmonize
for Speech Fund, chaired by Mr. George Shields of
Toronto. It was interesting to watch the parade of barber
shoppers handing cheques to Mr. Shields at COTS. It was
also mteresting to note the variety of methods used by
barber shoppers to raise funds.

However, the most important part of all of this is the use
for which these funds are put. The donated funds go to
support adults and children with speech problems in
Ontario.

As barber shoppers, we should be proud of our role in
assisting such a worthy cause. We should make a
greater effort to let our supporting public know of the
many people helped through barbershop singing.

In discussing this charitable program with Mr. Shields, it

was apparent that he was very pleased with the donations

made by the various chapters as well as the extremely low
overhead of the Harmonize for Speech Fund.

S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.

You may be mterested to know that all barbershop
chapters in SPEBSQSA are listed on the Society’s web
page along with the date, time and location of practices
together with a contact telephone number (in most cases).
I recently added our web site to the Society’s web page so
that other barber shoppers can find out more about the
Strathroy Vocal Federation.

The Ontario District also lists Ontario chapters on its web
page with details on chapter practices. The web sites are
listed on the back page of Fanfare, however, if you are not
“on line” and you wish to visit another chapter you can
contact me and I will get the details for you.
















