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“Trumpeting the Federation’s news to its’ borders and beyond”

Vocal Federation and Fourthwith
Sound Win Gold

by Frank Knoll
President.

I’'m sitting at my kitchen table. It’s Sunday afternoon
Feb.27, 2000. 1 had trouble getting to sleep last
night. Why?
The adrenalin was still flowing strong from the
events of yesterday. It was my Saturday off from
work so I filled in the morning tending to my
livestock and splitting firewood.

Then came 11:00 am.. and time to get ready... ready
for a most enjoyable and memorable day in my life...
the Western Division Annual Contest for 2000,
sponsored this year by the London Men of Accord,
Chapter of SPEBSQSA and held at Westminister
High School in London.

Upon arnival at school, John Gough and I had no
trouble finishing our chorus room for the Strathroy
Vocal Federation. Wide smiles and enthusiasm
greeted us and several of the guys had already
changed into their performance uniforms. From then
on, time flew by and before 1 knew it our chorus was
performing on stage. Only 17 men were able to be in
the contest from our chapter but their singing quality
and enthusiasm made me feel proud to be one of
them.... and I was having a good time!

Shortly after the chorus competition, I found myself
back on stage again singing in a VLQ with 9 of our
members in the VLQ portion of the contest... and I
was having a good time! ,
Then came the BIG ONE! It was time for the
novice quartet contest. With Keith Campbell singing

tenor, Jim McDougall on lead, John Gough doing
baritone and myself on bass our quartet, Fourthwith
Sound, faced the judges. We sang our songs and left
the stage passing thumbs up and the smiling face of
Bruce Gripton, who did a tremendous job as MC of
the event.... and 1 was having good time!

Shock hit me when afier a short wait the
announcements were made that our chorus, the
Strathroy Vocal Federation, had won the chorus
contest and our quartet had won the Western
Division Novice Quartet Contest! What a day!. ..
and I had a good time.

Strathroy’s Fourthwith Sound won the gold medal
at the Western Division contest in London.

Quartet members are, from left: tenor Keith
Campbell, Lead Jim McDougall, bass Frank Knoll
and baritone John Gough




Editor’s Report

by John King
Fanfare Editor

Wisecracks Unlimited !

One of the things I have noticed over the past few
years is the importance of humor to barbershop and
to entertainment in general. Some of the best
barbershop 1 have witnessed has had a good degree
of humor mixed with the singing. I’'m sure 1 don’t
need to go into a lot of detail to prove this point as
most of you have seen this in our performances.

In fact, recently | was on a cruise in the Caribbean
where there was considerable entertainment on a
regular basis, ranging from dancing/singing to
comedy.

The comedian, in this case, was Al. Ernst, one of the
best | have ever heard and his comedy was so
successful, none of the other entertainment could
compete with him.

So with the importance of humor to barbershop in
mind, I was thinking that a comedy column in

input the column on a regular basis with a short
funny story, joke, quote etc. This could provide a
sort of comic relief for those who may be stressed by
life’s events.

I believe this chapter is the perfect place to start a
comedy column as it has been said that we have
more “wise-crackers” per capita, than any other
group. .

To start this activity off, | have included a few
quotes from reference books, but 1 am confident
you can do much better than this for our first
column-to start in the next edition of Fanfare. If this
column is really
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successful and proves to be a benefit to the chapter,
perhaps the Board will consider an annual award
such as the “Wise Cracker of the Year”. In any case,
we could compile our material and use the best of it
with our performances, if our leaders think this is
wise.

Here goes!

If someone has really ruined your day, you might
consider the following expressions for this
individual:

“I never forget a face, but in your case I’ll make an
exception” Groucho Marx.

“A modest man with a lot to be modest about”
Winston Churchill.

“I enjoyed talking to you. My mind needed a rest”
H. Youngman.
“If you put your brain in a bird, it would fly
backwards”
Butch Fisco.
“You’re so dumb, on the way to the airport you saw
a sign that said “Airport Left’, so you went home”.
or
“Your father is so dumb he stole a car and kept up
payments” Double Snaps.

On the other hand if you are just feeling sorry for
yourself, consider these possibilities;—___

—

, : : | My Mo t0K 756 1o dog show and Twor™™ )
Fanfare might be appropriate. We might call it — om took me to dog show and T wonll !
Kowmedy Korner or something like that and you cog\

Rodney Dangerfield. -~

“When I was kidnapped, my parents snapped into
action. They rented out my room”™  Woody Allen.

Now let the above be a challenge for you. I know
you can do much better than this. The future of this
column depends on you! Don’t let this important
opportunity pass. Get your short stories,
“clean”jokes, quotes and “wise crackers” to your
editor before the April 26 deadline for the next
edition of Fanfare and above all else... keep smiling!

Next Fanfare Deadline:

April 26, 2000.




Audit

The chapter’s financial records were recently audited
by Gord Vair and John King. In reviewing these
records with Gord, | realized once again, some of
the work involved in keeping this organization
going. In this case, it was the volunteer work of
chapter treasurer, Les Campbell.

Les does many jobs for the chapter, including
getting the risers to the performance on time,
hosting the annual horse shoe pitch, making signs,
the filing case, the display board and attending
meetings.

It is Les who keeps the financial records, does the
banking, collects the dues and pays the bills on time.
In spite of all of this, he always does a good job and
I have never heard him complain.

Clearly, the rest of us owe Les a great deal for all
the work he does on our behalf for the chapter.

So the next time you are having a good time at
barbershop, remember it is people like Les Campbell
that make all of this possible.

Singing Valentines
Two quartets performed for the chapter’s singing
valentine program on Valentine’s day. Fourthwith
Sound and Rural Roots undertook several singing
valentines in the Strathroy and London area. The
cost this year was $25 dollars per valentine. The
gross receipts were $471.50. The profits, from this
endeavor, go to the Harmonize for Speech Fund to
help those with speech problems.

A great deal of credit goes to the men in these
quartets for making this program a success. Special
thanks to Keith Campbell for organizing the singing
valentine program.
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We Get E-mail

Feb. 13, 2000.
Hi John
Good to meet you at COTS. It was good to get your
bulletin and 1 congratulate you on a job well done.
You’re fortunate to be getting lots of articles from
other members of your chapter. It’s not easy to get
that kind of help. Since | am no longer bulletin
editor, | am passing on your bulletin to our new
editor, Bob Wright. His address is in the district
directory and 1’m sure he will appreciate getting
your bulletins in the future.
Good luck with your future ventures.

Doug Procter
Seaforth Harmony Kings.

(Editor’s note: thanks to all of you who contributed
to the Feb. And Mar. issues of Fanfare -1 couldn’t
do 1t with out you).

Isn’t It Great!
by Gord Vair

One of the pleasures we have is to be able to share
Barbershopping with others.

This season we have had the opportunity to give
presentations at Trillium Village ( a seniors
residence), a high school, a banquet in Parkhill, etc.
We have our big show coming up on April 29,
(looks even better than last year; if that’s possible)
and an engagement to present at a hospital coming
up in May.

Isn’t it great to watch the faces of our audience light
up when we arrive on stage. When we sang, “The
Map” at Parkhill a fellow, up at the front, could not
contain himself and banged the top of the table with
his hand; he was having so much fun. At Trillium
Village we received a standing ovation. Our
illustrious leader, John Gough, topped the evening
off by saying, “If you enjoyed our singing we are the
Vocal Federation, if you didn’t, we are the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir”. What fun!

It is like being a magician and waving a magic wand
over the audience and saying, “ let the smiles begin”.

Isn’t it Great!



Parkhill Leisure Club

About 10 of us attended the Parkhill Leisure Club
on Feb. 15 at 12 noon for a performance. We
received a terrific lunch from the Club and this was
followed by 11 songs in sequence. Bob Fennel
organized the event and Jim McDougall directed the
group. Each of us took turns introducing songs.

I now realize the difficulty in singing that many
songs in sequence on a full stomach. A few weeks
ago, Gord Vair explained breathing exercises to us
and how the diaphragm has difficulty moving after
eating,

Nevertheless, the hall was filled with a very
receptive crowd and the performance went well. The
group was thanked and Bob Fennel received a
cheque on the chapter’s behalf. In addition, 1 was
told that someone in the audience was interested in
joining the chapter and planned to attend a practice.

Thanks to all the members who showed up for this
performance and helped make it another success for
the chapter.

Chapter Retreat

About 25 chapter members met at the Common Wealth Hall
at the Investment Center in Strathroy on Saturday, Mar.11,
2000 to prepare for the annual spring show on April 29.
Music directors ; Don Pyper, Jim McDougall and John
Gough; along with the production crew; Bruce Cameron, and
Brian McDougall; lead the members through a full rehearsal
for the spring show. (Blake Hughes is a big part of the
production crew and although he was absent at the time of the
rehearsal, 1 want to acknowledge his important role in
preparing this year’s show).

The retreat/rehearsal was a real success. A great deal of
thanks must go to the aforementioned people for all the work
they put in to making this event so worthwhile.

I’m sure if the audience has half as much fun with this year’s
show as the participants were having at the rehearsal, this
will be one of our very best shows.
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“Soo you wanna sign some

baritone, eh!”

by Bill Galbraith
Almost two years ago now, three fellows who were
singing baritone left the chapter. Having sung tenor
in our church choir for a number of years, 1 decided
to give it a whirl.
My first experience was the competition in Toronto.
Well standing in the front row was frightening
enough let alone singing a part of Mother of Mine
where I had previously learned the lead part. |
listened to the tape for that song a thousand times
but never really got comfortable with it.

My second experience was at the Bothwell show.
Standing next to Frank Lewis and that beautiful
deep mellow base voice . I thought to myself 1 must
really be bad so they buried me in here. On the other
hand I thought, well | can’t hear myself so I guess
nobody else can.

Shortly after that, the new tapes for this year came
out . I thought what the h.... is this? Well anyway, I
started playing this tape in the pickup, tractor and

barn and after a while they started to sound not bad.

As a result 1 kept going to as many practices as |
could.

Some nights I would go home disgusted with myself
and quite embarrassed. It seems that whether you try
to sing the old familiar or the new, you screw them
all up.

You say ....I'm never going back again, I'm
“gonna” quit but then the next time it goes not bad
and you think this is good stuff after all.

My old friend and buddy could see that things
weren’t going just perfect so he decided he would
try it. Well he hasn’t said much that is printable
except that for all the other parts he has sung, this is
the most difficult. Maybe he’ll write about this
sometime as well.

One thing is for sure, I have to work much harder
than before. I now feel somewhat comfortable with
show songs but | haven’t had time to learn the
polecats yet.

I want to thank John and Ros for all their help. I
know these guys better because of singing baritone
so even if I never sing worth a hoot it will have been
worth it.















