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Past Prez Says
by  Jim McDougall,
Immediate Past President.

usic Man -2000 was a tremendous convention to
ttend. Since the theme aspect was new this year,
usic Man -2000 was so very fitting as we were
elebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Buffalo
ills winning gold in the quartet contest. They went
n to star in the movie Music Man. The reason this
2" Annual International Convention stands out
bove others is because the barbershoppers of
ansas City really know how to host a convention.
ats off to them. This was Sylvia’s and my 30®
onvention in a row. It’s in our blood or maybe we
ave the disease. Kansas City is a great place to be.
should know after attending conventions there in
2, 74, 89 and 2000
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Spending a week at convention is even much more
un sharing it with real close friends like Don and |
: ;ll{;h Pyper and Orval and Norma Allen. We had a
D -

ou have no idea how long the list of close
acquaintances-has grown, mainly U.S., that we have
attained. Especially in Kansas City, it was a thrill to
see all the R R 4 quartet and all their extended
families. That list 1s just too extensive to dwell on.
The extra curricular activities and events each year
seem to improve immensely. The one this year that
hrilled me the most was a chorus performance of all
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the college quartet performers singing under the
direction of Jim DeBusman and Kirk Young.

The contests were all so spectacular. Tt was a thrill
to witness our own Toronto Northern Lights attain
a fifth place bronze medal in a chorus contest with
the likes of Vocal Majority. Likewise in the College
Quartet Contest, our own Terminal Barbershop
sang themselves into a third place bronze medalist
achievement. We were so happy for all of those
guys.

Our quartet representative, Intrique, placed 31 out
of 44 and believe me they sang very well but these
contests are just so intensely competitive that their
scores may end up being very close all the way
through the marks. Platinum was a shoo-in for the
gold but you knew that Michigan Jake would be
right there a knocking. It was also great to see
Power Play from Detroit finally attain a medal with
their fifth place.

I'll be returning next year to Nashville. You won’t
keep me home.

Convention Reminder

Anyone interested in attending the Fall Convention E
at the International Plaza in Toronto between Oct
13 and 15 should get their registration in early.
Seats will be reserved upon receipt of registration.
Support the Ontario District by attending the Fall
Convention.

Trillium Foundation

The Trillium Foundation has 100 million dollars a
year to give to organizations such as our

chapter (Apparently 2 Ontario chapters have
already received funds). The process for applying
for Trillium funds will be explained at he Fall
Convention at the House of Delegates meeting by a
representative of the Foundation. We should have a
representative attend this meeting or contact Ted
Devonshire at (905) 753-2002.
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Harmony College /
Directors’ College
August 2000

by John Gough
Music Director.
It was my pleasure and honour to attend Directors’
College at St. Joseph’s Missouri this year. Tt turned
out to be a great experience for me and | hope all of
us will bene%rt from the things | have learned.

Intense is the word | have often used to describe
Directors” College. While waiting for the
registration desk to open | met a young man who
had traveled all the way from the Netherlands to
attend DC. He did not know quite what to expect. I
wondered what 1 had gotten myself into when 1
found out from Michiel Bekker that not only did he
hold a degree in classical choral music but he also
had completed a 2 year course in choral directing.
Within 60 seconds of receiving my registration kit 1
found myself sitting at a classroom desk writing a
music theory test. This was just a little intimidating
after meeting Michiel. It became clear in short order
that T should enter Music Theory at level 1. Michiel
only made level 3 out of 4 levels.

Classes were run daily from Monday to Saturday.
We started at 8:00 a.m.. and our last class finished at
8:00 p.m. I took courses in Directing Techniques,
Music Theory, Sound Management, Leadership and
Performance. Each day, all the Directors were
together in general session at noon where we
learned Rehearsal Techniques.

The instructor for these classes all held their Ph.D. in
music. Many of them, in their regular lives, are
music professors at major universities. They all were
great teachers and taught at the level of the students
they had. It must be difficult for someone with their
doctorate in music to teach people the names of the
lines and spaces, but it was done with patience,
pleasure and humour.

The other great part of the education was meeting
so many wonderful people that share our hobby of
BarbershoE{Jing. Everyone was so friendly and
approachable and ready to sing a song. Many of the .

Directors in my class have chapters about the same . S i
I'noticed you keep pruning the tree each year so it

size as ours. Just realizing that we all face the same
challenges with learning music, balancing voice parts
and recruiting new singers made us all relax and
realize that we are not alone: Being Directors, of
course, meant that advice was offered freely to any-~
- challenge that was brought up.

Saturday night was the highlight of the week with a
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quartet chorus made up of those thirty quartets, a
youth chorus of about 70 young men from 10 to 23
years old. A Dixieland band made up of HC/DC
staff entertained. There were comedians and
jugglers. The icing on the cake, though, was FRED
our 1999 International Quartet Champions. It is
difficult to describe their act ade?uately but the
word hilarious comes to mind. Clever parodies, sight
gags, funny props, prat falls and great singing all
done at a truly professional level by guys who love
doing it is FRED.
Thanks for sending me . I hope | can go again
sometime in the future.

Horseshoes Anyone?
by John King,
Editor.
The Chapter’s Horse Championships for 2000
was held on Aug 16 at Les Campbell’s home in 4
Strathroy.

The winners of this year’s championship were
Arnold Dixon and Frank Knoll. The “runners
up” were Bill Galbraith and Les Campbell.
Congratulations guys for putting on a great
show.

Also, thanks to Les and Donna Campbell for hosting
the horseshoe event again this year. I believe this is
the 5™ year in a row. What a great chef Les has
turned out to be and what a bargain... $4.00 for all
you can eat... now that certainly beats MacDonalds.
Les clearly is a multi-talented individual. He can
cook, sing, keep books, do carpentry and he’s good
at horseshoes etc. etc.

Keep up the good work Les, we hope to see you
again next year for the 2001 contest.. although, 1
won’t promise to be a horseshoe contender ....or
even come close unless you remove that sweet
chestnut tree as it seems to bother me and my
partners. I’'m sure if trees could scream, your sweet
chestnut would yell “Oh no, not that gang again!™.

‘That tree has truly been brutalized by heavy metal as

well intentioned barbershoppers ,who appear to be
aiming elsewhere, somehow manage to put a ringer

onthe.tree;-‘ A

will have a lower profile_. but to no-avail . another

- veteran or rookie invariably finds the treé and

wallops it a good one with a well intended shoe.

P L

200
Next Fanfare Deadline:

ell._here’s to better shoeing i

Vaudeville type show. There was a quartet parade of _%—

thirty quartets. They did one song each. There was a



The Board’s Business
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Heart Spring- How Fulfilling!

by  Orval and Norma Allen.

€5 HIARTSPRING

(Board of Directors meeting -June 27, 2000) Our indirect back roads America route to the

Chapter membership in CASA, an
organization which publishes modern
barbershop music, has been submitted.

Cabaret night repeat with London Sweet
Adelines is planned for Oct. 28 at Bear
Creek Golf and Country Club in Strathroy.

Learning tape receipts missing. Frank to
remind members to sign for tapes.

Bud Jackson to pursue official contract with
Strathroy Community Christian School for
Annual Show scheduled for April 28, 2001.

Orval Allen has agreed to act as the 2001
Annual Show chairman.

5™ Anniversary Committee members are
Frank Knoll, Les Campbell, Jim McDougall,
Arnold Dixon, Jean Nisbet and Norma Allen.

( Board of Directors meeting July 25, 2000)

Arrangements for the performance at the
Appin United Church on Sat. Oct. 21, 2000
reviewed.

Members are advised that the new casual
shirts are chapter property and subject to
chapter “Uniform Policy” terms and
conditions

Cabaret Committee consists of Frank
Knolls, Jim McDougali and les Campbell.

Nominating committee composed of Jim
McDougall, John Gough and Tom Linden.

Arrangements for 5% Anniversary/Christmas
party reviewed for the Commonwealth .
Place, Strathroy, Dec. 16, 2000. "

S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. Convention 2000 in Kansas City
Mo. included Wichita, Ka. and a tour of the new
Heartspring School campus which opened in early
1998.

Our most gracious host, Mrs Michelle Dell, Director
of Patron Organization, typified a number of the
school personnel we met. Their friendliness also
seemed to be reflected in most of the students we
observed as we visited classrooms throughout the
campus.

Hearspring’s mission dates back to 1934 and the
dream of Dr. Martin F. Palmer— “ to find new
knowledge in the treatment of speech defects in
children”. Since then, Heartspring School has earned
an international reputation for improving the lives of
children with servere multiple disabilities. Children
between the ages of 5 and 21 receive consistent
reinforcement of communication skills, behavioral
skills and life skills in every setting, i.e. home and
residential, classroom and in the community. One-
on-one programs are custom designed and
implemented by an inter-disciplinary team of
professionals in the fields of education, behavior
management, communication and health. The
campus can accommodate a maximum of 40
students.

The campus also includes a full service public stat-
of-the-art Hearing Center for children and adults
which is staffed by four audiologists.

The work done at Heartspring would not be possible
without the help of many sponsors and particularly
eight “patron” sponsors which includes
S.PEB.S.Q.S A The Society has donated over $16
muillion dollars since 1964 and was awarded the
Martin F. Palmer Humanitarian Award in 1967 and
1977. A pledge tc the new campus project awarded
the Ontario District recognition in the music
classroom for the School.

Our tour of the new modern faciliiy was very
fulfilling and- highly recommended to you if the
opportunity to do so occurs. -

The Society and members commitment to this
school is another reason “its great to be a
barbershopper” ' RO



Senior’s In Barbershop Activity

by Gord Vair.

I was reading an article which gave five ways
for seniors to remain mentally alert and here
they are:

1. Use it or lose it.

2. Good nutrition.

3. Exercise.

4. Regular physical exams.

5. Active social life.
I thought points 1 and 5 were particularly related to
the barbershop program.
Point # 1. Think of all the music and words that
need to be learned to prepare for a presentation.
Some of us find memorizing fairly easy, for others it
1s a bit more of a challenge but, for all of us, it is
great exercise for the brain. In addition to this is the
feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment when we
present a good performance.

Point # 5. Men, just by being men, can slip into
living isolated lives, especially after retirement.
Being alone and isolated can bring rapid decline. A
barbershop chapter is a great way to remain socially
active. Also, when a spouse dies or some other
calamity befalls us the barbershop chapter can
provide a community of support and
encouragement.

What a great way to keep those little grey cells
moving. Yes, it is great to be BARBERSHOPPER!

2 :
N« =7 e
s D Gen 4

Novice uartet Opportunity -

September 27, 2000.
by Gord Vair.

L]

Choose your partners, select your music,
sign up on the entry sheet.

Be nice to baritones and tenors. Since these
folks are few they may be persuaded to hel
more than one quartet but let them know ffr
in advance what music you are using.
Music. Why not try some of our past show

something new? I’m sure our three directors
could help you out here.; . :
Need help forming.a quartet

. ? SecﬂGo:r'dz Vair.

Congratulai;i:(;ﬁ:}_i) LesCampbell and Jim o
McDougall for completing the Barberpole Cat
Program.. '

: ‘ f 7. Common goals: Strive for cl'e-ar, mutual goals. ot
songs or the current Disney numbers. Want. - ' ek i

. ' administration: You are needed. -~ - .

Life’s Reflections

by Ian Cooper.

1. I’m not into working out. My philosophy is no
pain, NO PAIN! (>

2. ’'m in shape. Round is a shape.

3. I’'m desperately trying to find out why Kamikaze
pilots wore helmets.

4. Do illiterate people get full effect from alphabet
soup?

5. Ever notice that anyone going slower than you

appears to be an idiot but any one going faster must
be a maniac.

6. Ever notice when you blow in a dog’s face he
gets mad at you, but take him out for a car ride and
he sticks his head out the window.

7. Apparently, one out of every three Canadians is
suffering from some sort mental illness. Think of

two of your best friends. If they are OK, then it must
be you.

Ten Goals For Chorus Singers

1. Commitment to excellence. Your audience
deserves the best you can deliver.

2. Personal accountability: Set your goals for
improvement.

3. Away-from-practice study: Listen to your
rehearsal tapes...often.

4. Section rehearsals: Have them. Attend them
regularly.

5 Regular attendance: Makes the whole chorus
better. SR

6. “Fellowshipfand,ﬁin. It you..’re not all having a
good time, something must ‘change. . - '

8. Recruit: The more the merrier, . = =:f (v

9. Family involvement i'ﬂ'chapfer.-a'cﬁvitieé and

(from the Harmonizer-as seen in Twin City I{i—N(;tésj o









