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Novice Quartet Winners:- Strathroy Common-Left to Right- Ernie McEwen(tenor),
Barry Done (lead), iFrank Knoii (bass) and John Gough (baritone),

Novice Quartet Contest

by Frank Knoll, President. myself being pulled into a side room to practice in a

Every once in a while, a barbershopper has an HOVif’e quartet (I‘?m%osed of John _Gmlxgh& Emnie
experience that rejuvenates his enthusiasm to its McEwen, mys; and two a,ltcrn‘a}:ng f‘ah SINGETS,
fullest with this marvelous singing institution. lan cooper and Barry Done. Neither of these two

Such an experience was mine at the Strathroy Vocal 8entlemen had been through this experience before
I(lzederations’s annual Novice Quartet Contest, held ~ and were a little nervous. :

n Wednesday night on Oct. 11, 2000. Coupled When our turn with each lead singer came up, we
with guest night and the attendance of many of our ~ Went out there to entertain and like all the other
wives and that most welcome visitor, Ed Crisp, the ~quartets, were pleased with the response of the
Tavent was sure to be a success. appreciative audience.

The judges for the competition were the members of 1€ part that 1 enjoyed the most was how well
the popular “High Time”, Mike, Steve, Bernie and Barry Done performed considering he was shaking §
Sparky. These four guys have been close to the so much he could barely hold a sheet of paper in
fhearts of our chapter ever since we chartered 5 front of him. Barry is our newest member and a
years ago as éntertainers on our inaugural Chapter ~ ¥elcome addition to barbershopping. The sparkle
Show in May 1996 and as generous donors of our 1 his €yes and the glow on his face when he was

- handed the winning trophy told it all He was
[Chapter Novice Quartet Trophy. hooked on this great hobby. It is, after all, truly
With my rigorous work schedule interfering with great to be a barbershopper.

singing time lately, | arrived late, as usual, and found

e R e g T A T o T T I o A



Editor’s Report

John King
Fanfare Editor

by

I realize the following article does not have anything
to do with barbershopping but every now and than,
a look at some of the rest of the world helps to keep
things in perspective.

I always had a desire to look at the big trees on the
west coast of North America and recently 1 got that
chance. My wife and | flew to Vancouver Island to
visit some friends and after a few day trips on the
Island, we took the ferry from Victoria to Seattle,
rented a car and traveled through Washington,
Oregon and the Northern part of California.

This was quite a scenic trip and the weather was
sunny and warm every day.

I’m not going to go into a lot of detail but if you
would like to see an interesting part of the continent,
this is worth your consideration. We had a chance to
view some terrific scenery as the road wove through
the mountains and along the Pacific Ocean. Mount
Rainier at 14, 400 feet in Washington, Mount St.
Helens, the California redwoods, the wine country in
the Napa Valley, the beaches of Monterey, Pebble
Beach Golf and Country Club (home of the U.S.
open) the City of San Francisco with the “silicon
valley”, the golden gate bridge and the “bay area”
with over 8 million people.

Now this was a driving trip and not for the faint of
heart. My first fright came when I noticed the rental
car had “Firestone” tires with an inflation level 10
pounds below the suggested rating. But that was
only the beginning, driving through the mountains
was nothing compared to driving in San Francisco.
For example, we were driving down one San
Francisco Street that was so steep, my wife insists
that she was'standing up in the car.

1 thought | was getting used to the traffic generated
by the millions of cars around Toronto but that is
nothing compared San Francisco and the “bay area”,
with close to 8 million people driving cars.
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After getting lost twice and almost losing our lives
in the traffic, | asked a local resident about driving
in that city and she shook her head in disbelief
when she heard that, as complete strangers to the
area, we had driven in the City of San Francisco.

Well if you decide to go on this trip, try to take
public transportation in San Francisco. The
freeways around the city are fine but the city itself
is very congested and the main freeway through the
city funnels into city streets and that combined
with the mountains makes the driving more then
interesting.

Next Fanfare Deadline:

N OV, _ 200(

Golf Day

by

Gord Nisbet
Sunshine Chairman.

The chapter’s annual golf day was a very
enjoyable event. As in previous years, Tom Linden
was our host at the Wardsville Golf and Country
Club.

Twenty-eight people golfed and three others joined
the group for dinner. The winning foursome was
Don Nisbet, John Gough, Brian McDougall and
Norma Allen.

The prize table included the winning trophy, bags
of garlic and potatoes, etc.. I wish to thank all
those who contributed to the prize table.

The draft beer and the dinner were excellent!

The weather was great and I knew the event was
going to be a success when I saw Enid Gough, a
beginning golfer, make a 200 yard drive to start her
round.

Special thanks to Tom linden for hosting this
very enjoyable event.




Novice Quartet Contest
by Gord Vair.
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- : : 7. Third Edition.
Twenty -two people participated in the forming of ; . : .
seven quartets at the chapter’s novice quartet Bob Fennell, Don Nisbet, Hugh Nisbet, Doug

contest held on October 11, 2000. A variety of Simpson.

songs were sung to an appreciative audience of
wives, friends and guests.

I think a good time was had by all. We also had the
opportunity to put 12 more dots up on our Polecat
chart. Way to go guys! Let’ keep up the Polecat
program and wear our Barberpole Cat pin with
pride. It is an accomplishment.

Congratulations to Barry Done, John Gough, Frank
Knoll and Ernie McEwen, winners of this years’s
contest.

I know a number of fellows are not particularly \ L l /
comfortable in a quartet setting. You know what? \
It’s okay to feel uncomfortable! It is an opportunity

to grow and stretch our abilities. We are all a little | ess b us t

better than we were before we started the contest. Stt

Thanks to all who participated. A special thanks to
Tom Linden who did an excellent job as M.C.

* Pop some popcorn with-
(Loved those quartet names).

¢ out putting the lid on.

* Use your MasterCard to
pay your Visa.

* When somcone says

i “Iave a nice day,” tell them
# you've made other plans.

¥ * Make a “Things To Do” list
of things you have already

i done.

i + Drive to work in reverse.

B - Pay your electric bill in

§ pennies.

{ + Brush your teeth vigorously
§ with Cheese Whiz.

B+ Read the dictionary upside
# down and look for secret

A messages.

i * Stare at people through

B the tines of a fork and

8§ pretend they're in jail.

* Have your surname

B legally changed to

H “Your Highness.”

The following quartets participated

Winners:
1. Strathroy Common

Barry Done, Frank Knoll, John Gough, Ernie
McEwen.

Second Place:-

2. Green Grass Student Union.

Jim McDougall, Orval Allen, Arnold Dixon, Don
Pyper.

Third Place:-

3.Grandma’s Boys .

lan Cooper, John Gough, Frank Knoll, Ernie
McEwen.

4,Moon Tones,
Gord Nisbet, Don Nisbet, Hugh Nisbet, Gord
Vair,

5. Back Street Ramblers.
Les Campbell Bill Galbraith Bruce Cameron,
Blake Hughes.

6. The Old Tradition.

Bill Stanley, Bob Howlett, Arnold Dixon, Ros
McPherson..




Appin United Church
Performance

by

The choir loft of the Appin United Church was filled
with 25 members of the Vocal Federation on
Saturday Oct. 21. Promptly at 7:30 p.m. the Vocal
Federation Chorus opened a 2 hour variety show
with Happy Days Are Here Again.

Bill Galbraith

The anticipation of the crowd turned to excitement
as the chorus also sang Sam The Old Accordian
Man and After You’re Gone. The audience that
filled the church was ready to be entertained and
nobody let them down.

Rural Roots performed in their usual excellent
fashion. Some wondered how Bob Howlett held
that note for so long. Guys, you were great!

Cheryl Kosik, a past choir leader and now a medical
student in Toronto, played some classical music on
the old piano. She used keys that have never been
used before. The audience loved her as they did
Dennis O’Connell, a local farmer and Irish Tenor
and his accompanist Frank Newsome.

Musical numbers were also provided by Jeremy
Smith and Kathy Blackwell.

Gord Vair brought the audience to the height of the
evening as he discussed the events in the community
and farm with his friend “Clem” - lalso
heard some of the chorus “cracking-up”while Gord
was performing.

As the evening drew to a close, it became somewhat
emotional when the chorus ended with Irish
Blessing and I Believe .

Thanks to Don Pyper, John Gough and Bill
Gough for a splendid job. Also thanks to all the
chorus members for being there. The Sunday
morning buzz was very favorable. “Wonderful
evening, the guy with the dummy was fabulous.”
“We began to get teary eyed when you sang I
Believe.”

This evening was planned as an experiment to see if
revenue can be generated. In former times, every
rural church had a supper. Now with dwindling
numbers and more working wives, that means of
raising money is not possible.
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Glencoe Fair
by Bob Fennell

Vice-President,

Chapter Development.

On September 23, the Strathroy Vocal Federation
attended the Glencoe Fair. We had a booth in the arena
where all the exhibits were displayed along with many
vendors selling their products and programs etc. Qur
performance started about 1:15 p.m. Different songs were
sung on and on until 3:45 p.m.

I was delighted to see 20 barbershoppers turn up for the
performance. Thanks fellows! It was very much
appreciated.

Many people, young and old walked by; some stopped
and listened. It was a revolving audience.

Many leaflets were handed out to encourage prospective
singers to join us at the Strathroy Presbyterian Church at
our open house on Oct. 11, 2000.

At about 2:00 p.m., we were on stage in the grand stand
and sang to a small but appreciative audience. It was our
first performance with our new black t-shirts, black
pants, shoes and socks. I thought we all looked smart in
our new outfit. Our aim at the fair was to solicit new
members for our chorus.

At the end of our 21/2 hour stint, we had a lucky draw
and Mrs. Karen Black of 112 Hawthome Rd., London,
Ontario N6G 2W8 won the prize of 2 tickets to the
Cabaret 2000 on Oct. 28 at the Bear Creek Golf &
Country in Strathroy.

Video tapes of some of our past annual performances
were shown in the booth where we preformed. Many
thanks to McNaughton Home Building Centre, Newbury,
for letting us use their machine. We had one of our
history books on display set on an easel for all to see.

Our SPEBSQSA (2'x2') sign was also on display. A table
held the lucky draw box with the lucky draw ticket. Hand
out leaflets and other hand outs were provided by
SPEBSQSA & ourselves .

It was a fun time and I think a good public relations
gesture on our part. Because the Vocal Federation
performed in front of the grand stand we were given our
booth at no charge to the chapter.

However, each member performing had to pay his way
into the fair and your chapter has reimbursed the $5.00 to
each member that performed.

A “thank you” letter has been sent to McNaughton Home
Building Centre for letting us use their video machine. A
special thanks to Brian McDougall and Blake Hughes
for assisting with promotional material.















