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Strathroy, Ont.
Chapter
Established

“Home of the
Yocal Federation
Chorus”

“Trumpeting the Federation’s news to its borders”

2003 C.O.T.S.

by Frank Knoll
President

Gentlemen!

Well after another great chapter Christmas party on
Dec. 13, 2002, six men from our chapter started
2003 off right with an enjoyable weekend at
C.OTS. at Geneva Park from January 10 to 12,
2003, and came away with renewed enthusiasm.
With all the tension going on in the world these
days, its so great to be able to get together with
every one and have fun singing..... to quote Orval
“Its great to be a barbershopper!”.

COTS was a great experience again this year for me
and a few things happened again that I will be proud
to remember. There was a tremendous participation
at the event by the Western Division with 30 men
attending from our 5 chapters including all of the
chapter presidents out of a total of 175 participants
from about 36 eligible District chapters. Way to go
Ken Dodge and Western Division. This was a
chance to hear our current District Quartet champs
“Mirage” and spend an hour or so in the “Joe
Barbershopper” class in the Rick Smother’s room
with Bruce Dibble, Rick and George shields viewing
the local and international SPEBSQSA web sites.

There was a personal reminder from George Shields

to keep sending our Fanfare because he really

enjoys it. Of course, we all need to thank John King

for that. Let’s all make an effort to get articles into

::)he Fanfare in 2003 to make John’s efforts even
etter.

I encourage more members to attend COTS next
year. It’s a great experience. As we work to prepare
for our many upcoming events, keep smiling and
singing... and take a moment now and then to ask
for world peace.

2003 Chapter Directory

To all members:

Please make the following membership
information changes/additions to your copy of
the 2003 Chapter Directory:

a). E-mail information from Craig Bycraft:
Hi John,

I was just re-placing the new directory insert and of

course looked at my own to make sure it was correct.

Sorry to say you have my old address from two years
ago. My correct address for your records is Craig

Bycraft, RR# 1, 9556 Charlton Drive, Denfield,
Ontario, NOM 1P0. Patti and | were just talking about
how much we use this list, and | use the key signatures i
the back of the book all the time, so we would like to
Thank You for up-dating and printing this publication.
SEE YA! CRAIG

b) E-mail information from Mary Vair:

1. Allen, Orval PAC - N7G 4H4

2.Bowron, Bill PAC - NON 1J0

3.Bycraft Craig Address: RR#1, Denfield, On,

NOM 1P0; Tel: 519-666-3462

4.Carradine, Ron email rondicar@aol.com

S.Cooper, Ian email iancooper44@hotmail.com

6.Dixon, Arnold email tdickl@sympatico.ca

7.Driessens, Larry email

ldriessens@execulink.com

8. Fennell, Bob Fax 519-693-1210

9. Robertson, Bill Address: 229 Victoria,
Strathroy, N7G 3B4

10. Vanderheyden, Ken

email kenjovi@execulink.com
11. Roswell McPherson

rmmcpherson@sympatico.ca
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Coming Events

Feb. 19.....Chapter quartet contest

Feb 22 ..Quartet Contest -St. Thomas

March 8......Strathroy Chorus retreat.
April §..........uuunn.... Spring Show
April 11 - April 13........,Ontario District

Spring Convention, Toronto.

June 29-July 6............ . International
Convention..Montreal.

Celebrations

Chapter Birthdays

February 1 Bill Robertson
February 4 John King
February 5 Gil Craenen
March 9 Audrey Gough
March 20 Jeanne King
March 23 Fran Galbraith
March 29 Ted Gough
March 31 Jiggs Gough

Chapter Anniversaries
March 1 Bill & Isabel Bowron
March 28 Bill & Audrey Gough

Next Fanfare Deadline:
March 19, 2003.

The Board’s Business y |
AR , ‘u,\.’
January 2003. D

premium approved,

. Singing Valentines charge of § 35.00
approved.

® COTS/HOD -mandatory application for
incorporation of all Ontario chapters not
already incorporated.

. Spring Convention registration raised to
$50 from $44 (about 30 days in advance).

. 10 videos -Singing Is Life to be purchased
(@ $2.60 U.S.

. Advance/just-in-time weekly program to be
prepared for handout to chapter members
to expedite business portion of meetings.

. Chapter music improvement equipment to
investigated including funding for same.
. Singing valentine program outlined.
. Chapter promotional advertising pamphlet
to be updated.
Harold’s Angels
by Marilyn McPherson

Welcome to 2003. Just a few things to remind you
of. ‘

Beans — Bags of beans will be available for
the Feb. 19™ meeting.

Dales to- mark on your calendar -

Mar 8 — Chorus retreat

April 5— Spring Show

May 10 — Village Ladies — Sarnia Spring
Choral Festival

Next Meeting — February 19" watch for an
announcement with more information.



Benefits of Old Age

- No one expects you to run into a
burning building.

- People call at 9:00 p.m. and ask,
“Did I wake you?”

- People no longer view you as a
hypochondriac.

- You can eat dinner at 4:00. -

- There is nothing left to learn the
hard way. .

- Things you buy now won’t wear
out.

- You can live without sex but not
without glasses.

- You consider coffee one of the
most important things in life.

- You constantly talk about the price

of gasoline.

- You enjoy hearing about other
people’s operations.

- You have a party and the .
neighbours don’t even realize it.

- You sing along with the elevator
music.

- Your ears are hairier than your head

- Your secrets are safe with your
friends because they can’t
remember them either.

- Your supply of brain cells is finally

down to a manageable size.

- You no longer think of speed limits

as a challenge.
- People send you this list......

(As seen in “Knight Line”
Doug McLellan, Editor.)

IHe LigHTter Side

ask, “Why aren’t you drin

After the North American Beer Festival, all the brewery
¢ presidents decided to go out for a beer. The guy from
Corona sits down and says, “Hey Senor, I would like the
world’s best beer, a Corona.” The bartender dusts off 3
bottle from the shelf and gives it to him.

The guy from Budweiser says. “I’d like the best beer in
the world, give me ‘the King of Beers*, a Budweiser.” The
bartender gives him one.

The guy from Coors says, “i'd like the only beer made

with Rocky Mountain spring
water, give me a Coors.” He
gets it
The guy from Molson sits

down and says, “Give me a
Coke.” The bartender is a little
taken aback. but gives him what
he ordered. The other brewery
presidents Jook over at him and
king a Molson s?”

The Molson president replies, “Well, I figured if you
guys aren’t drinking beer, neither would 1.°

Just wait until John yells for more bass

The chapter’s music committee,

headed by John Gough, has recommended that the chapter in. vesn:gate fundifzg sm{rce;s f)r the
purchase of teaching tools to assist with improvement of music fkdls. 7 Ti‘zfzse n‘emslmc ude ;
individual tape recorders, video camera equipment, a combination T'V{’theo apphanc? t?n an
inexpensive portable sound system primarily for use by the' MC at various performances. )
Potential sources of funding include the Trillium Foundation and the Hamfony F(;uumd’axtuml;lL
Anyone interested in assisting with this projeci, should contact chapter President Frank Kno

Chordsmen get
video equipment

The Sarnia Bluewater Chordsmen
have new video production and editing
equipment to use in the group’s youth
and community outreach programs.

- A $7,500 grant from- Ontario’s Trilli-
um Foundation allowed the barbershop
singing chorus to buy a digital cam-
corder, a mini editing unit, a TV with a
VCR and another pair of VCRs to dupli-

cate videos.

For five years, the Bluewater Chords-
men have been developing programs to
encourage and support singing, includ-
ing scholarships 10 vocal summer
schools for high school age students. .

To fund these programs, the Barber-
shop Society recently introduced a
charity called Sing Canada/Sing Ameri-
ca. It is in addition to its long-standing
charity, harmonize For Speech.

On Saturday, 8 p.m., the Chordsmen
will stage its annual concert at the Sar-
nia Collegiate auditorium.

as seen in Sarnia Bluenotes



Seciety Update
from SPEBSQSA Live Wire
SPEBSQSA’’s Harmony Travel is proud to

announce our updated new web site is now online at

www_harmony-travel.com. At this web site you’’1l
find a comprehensive listing of tours being offered
by SPEBSQSA Travel Partners throughout 2003.
Several Harmony Travel tours feature quartets or
other notable Barbershop personalities who will
host the tour.

When you and your friends book a tour through a
Harmony Travel partner, you are also supporting
SPEBSQSA. Harmony Travel Partners include
TravelEx International, Global Music Exchange,
and The Larivee Company Tours.

Currently there are several exciting packages to the
Caribbean, Ireland, England, Germany, Russia,
China, Scotland, Austria, Italy, Hawaii, and more.
In addition, you can also find out about Harmony
Travel’’s Pre-Montreal Tour and Post-Montreal
Convention Cruise. Details for each tour are
provided including dates, itineraries and prices, and
the name of quartets or hosts on selected tours.

When you go to our new site, sign up for Harmony
Travel’s periodic email newsletter. When you do,
you will receive announcements for new tours in
2004, the addition of quartets or hosts to our tours,
and other Harmony Travel news.

Please take a moment now to see the all-new
Harmony Travel web site at www harmony-
travel.com, and thank you for supporting Harmony
Travel!

SOCIETY TURNS 65 THIS
YEAR

SPEBSQSA BIRTHDAY

MAKE PLANS FOR THE SOCIETY'S 65TH
ANNIVERSARY _

The 65th anniversary of the founding of
SPEBSQSA offers ‘a wonderful opportunity for

........

chapters to make themselves known (and heard!)
in their local communities. Most chapters will have
been out and visible delivering Singing Valentines,
so April is an excellent time for some renewed
presence and follow-up.

Special celebrations and observances mightinclude
performances, a guest night, a Media Night, or
Harmony Week proclamation from your mayor.
Any chapter meeting during the week of April 6-12
would be an ideal opportunity to show the
"Singing Is Life" video.

Some suggestions for a Society anniversary
celebration are available on the web. Got to the
Society web site: www.spebsqsa.org >> Run Your
Chapter > Get Famous >> Chapter Anniversary
PR Opportunities. You'll also find a sample
proclamation listed on the "Get Famous" page.

You might also want to consider submitting an
article and photo about your event to The
Harmonizer.

CONVENTIONS

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

To register for the 2003 International
Convention June 29-July 6, 2003, Montreal,

Quebec, call 800.876.7464 x8462 or go online at

http://www.spebsqsa.org/montreal

SINGING VALENTINES *

G

SINGING VALENTINES REGISTRATION

1

OPEN

All chapters are encouraged to take advantage of
the Singing Valentines registration site on the
Society Web site. Go to
www.singingvalentines.com and eclick on
"Register." Then simply fill in the blocks to
register. The Society provides this clearing house
service for all chapters and makes referrals when
requests for Valentines are reccived.

Be sure your chapter is registered!
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THE ALPHABET OF SINGING
TECHNIQUES
Source : The Singing Network

A=Airflow. Never hold vour breath while singing. The
airflow is what creates and carries your vocal tone, so
keep it flowing. Avoid clavicular breathing and belly
breathing -instead learn the proper way to breathe for
singing, called diaphragmatic breathing.
B=Breathing Properly for singing requires the shoul-
ders to remain down and relaxed, not to rise with the
breath intake. A singer will gain power in his voice by
strengthening the muscles in the ribcage and back.
C=Communicate The Message. During a perform-
ance, it is very important to communicate the message
of the song. If you make a "mistake", don't cringe and
so point it out to the audience ; very often they will not
even notice.
D=Diaphragmatic Support. Develop the strength and
coordination of the diaphragm and become a pro at con-
trolling the speed of the airflow released, the quantity
of the airflow and the consistency of the airflow
released.
E=Elasticity of the Vocal Folds. The vocal tone is
created as the air flow passes through the cleft of the
vocal cords, causing them to vibrate. The vocal folds
can lose elasticity due to misuse, lack of use or
increasing age.

=Free your Natural Voice. Don't be a slave to any
music style —even your favourite one. Leamn to sing
with your full and natural voice by developing your
vocal strength and coordination. Then add stylistic
nuances to achieve any singing style you desire.

G=Guessing Games. Never guess the pitch you are
about to sing. Listen and Hear the note in your head
before you open your mouth.

H=Higher Notes require increased air flow. _
I=Increase Breathing Capacity and Contrel by doing
breathing exercises every day. Be sure to avoid
patterned breathing : singers must negotiate phrase
tengths of all different sizes, so it is important to
develop your capacity. _
J=Jumping Jacks. Ifyou are having tropble getting
your body completely involved with singing, try doing
some cardiovascular activities, like jumping jacks, for a
few minutes before getting started again. Sometimes
your instrument simply needs an airflow wake-up call.
K=Know Your Limits. Don't sing too high or too low.
Don't sing to the point of vocal fatigue. Never str_ajn or
push your voice. Doing so will NOT resultin a hlghel:'
or lower singing rangg or a stronger voice - only a voice
that has suffered undue stress.

L=Lower Notes require a decrease (?) in air flow.
M=Mirror. Training in front of a mirror can help a
singer discover many things about his instrument, as
well as confirm that other actions are being done

correctly. Be sure to rely on a mirror during vocal
training, but be able to Icave the mirror to face an
andience.
N=Never‘sing if it hurts to swallow.
O=Open Your Mouth Wider. Ninc times out of
ten this will help vou achieve a stronger, more de-
fined vocal tone.
P=Prepare Your Instrument before singing. Sing-
crs are very much like athletes. Take care of your
body / instrument by stretching out the vocal mus-
cles and relieving the body of unnccessary tension
before singing.
Q=Quit Smoking. Quit tatking too loudly. Quit talk-
ing too much.
R=Raise the Soft Palate. Crcating a larger space
inside your mouth by raising the soft palate, or
tleshy part of the back of vour throat, helps achieve a
deeper. more well-rounded singing tone.
S=Sing Through the Vocal Breaks. If you do not
teach the muscles the necessary actions to sing
through the trouble spots, success will never be
achieved. Sing through it, sing through it again, and
sing 1t again, and again. ..
T=Tone Placement. Learning the facts about tone
placement and resonance make a huge difference m
the abilities of a singer. In simple terms, a singer has
numerous body cavities (nasal cavity, chest cavity,
etc) and amplifiers (bones, ligaments, ctc) that act as
resonators. Focusing the vocal tone through the
proper resonating chamber with the proper support is
important with regard to controlling and developing
vour personal sound.
=Unique Voice Under Construction. Remember
that vour voice has its own unique "fingerprint" and
is constantlv changing with vour actions, environ-
ment, health habits, etc. With this in mind, listen to
your own voice often and use vocal training tools to
keep vour voice on the right track.
V=Vibrato. Vibrato is a natural or forced fluctuation
of a singing tone. Do not concentrate on learning
how to sing with vibrato. Instead, concentrate on the
basic foundations of singing, breathing and support.
When the proper coordination is achieved, vibrato
will occur naturally.
W=Water, Water, Water. Drink room temperature
water as often as vou can to keep vour voice organ
hydrated. If vou onlyv have cold or hot water avail-
abie. swish it around in your mouth for a moment.
This action will keep vour ve.ce organ from being
startled or stressed by diffcrent temperatures.
Y=You Can Sing with Impact ! Exercise your
voice daily with contemporary voice lesson prod-
ucts. Don't just sing when you can
Sing With Impact ! _
7=777zzzzzz. Be sure to get vour rest. If vou are tired, your
voice will show it. A tired body / instrument will not allow
vou to producc your best possible sound.

Seen in The Elginaire, Dick Steele. editor.






