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Oh what fun, ha! ha! ha!, a so called freak spring ice
storm caused, particularly when it comes on our
annual show weekend.

I didn’t have any reason to leave warm and
comfortable surroundings Friday morning

so I hadn’t given much thought to what impact the
storm was having. 1 knew the schools were closed
but, so what. Anymore, it seems they either don’t
open or close down early even if the potential storm
or fog conditions are somewhere off the B.C. coast.

T wasn’t alarmed when Les Campbell called to let
me know he had picked up the cube van from
Tadgells at their request because they were closing
on account of the mid morning power outage and
didn’t know if they would be open again during the
weekend. It wasn’t until I went out early in the
afternoon that T realized the severity of the storm.
There were downed tree limbs and large branches
on the sidewalks and roadways, ice laden trees
either bent to the extreme or uprooted and thickly
ice coated electric and telephone wires stretched an
sagging to the maximum from the weight of the ice.
Some were already broken from falling branches,
ice or wind
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Chapter Hero, Harold Boekhoven, powers up
the 2003 Shows




Moments to Remember (continued from page 1)

As I drove, 1 realized the potential danger the ice
coated tree branches overhanging the roadway
presented and was intentionally driving from one
side to the other to stay as clear as possible from
this danger. Luckily I did, because as I drove along
Adelaide Street a large branch broke free and fell on
the road where I would have been driving under
normal conditions. The car was heavily showered
with flying pieces of ice but didn’t damage it.

Returning home, 1 talked with Henry Wiersma,
Principal, the Strathroy Community Christian
School and learned there was a blackout at the
school, the site of our Saturday shows. 1 then called
Ray Pierce at Pierce Sound and Equipment to
discuss the situation. Storm related delays had
already pushed him behind schedule and he didn’t
expect to be at the school until 7:15/7:30 p.m., vis-
a-vis our planned 6:00 p.m. setup time, and it was
beginning to look like we could be in for a late
night.

Ray confirmed that an 8:30 a.m. start Saturday
would provide adequate time to setup for our
matinee show if we decided to chance from our
Friday evening plans. 1 had further discussions with
Les Campbell as well as Bob Fennell and decided
to transport the stage scenery from Bob’s and all
the choral risers, chairs. podium. etc. from the
Presbyterian Church storage to the school as soon
as possible and while there was still daylight.

The lights finally come on for the Vocal

Federation Chorus at about 2:20 p.m. Saturday
April 5,

Les and Bob set about to organize this and 1 left for
the school with three flashlights, cell phone, Ray’s
cell phone number, Chapter Directory members
telephone numbers page, list of London radio
station telephone numbers, tools and other items.

Once there, I was surprised and disappointed to find
some plans and phone calls were being made with
regards to finding another location. By this time, the
possibility of having to cancel the shows had
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crossed my mind different times and T had accepted
the fact this might be necessary. Thousand of events
have been canceled in the past because of weather
conditions. However, changing locations had not
occurred to me and it was not something [ was now
too receptive to do on very short notice. I felt that
with numerous changes to be addressed it would be
very onerous if not impossible to change locations
and still do justice to all the theme related
preparation specifically done to fit the school
environment. Besides, there was no guarantee there
could not be a blackout at another location.

Grampa (played by Blake Hughes, gives
instruction to his grandson (Rob Boynton in
front of the show’s attic backdrop designed by
Blake)

Cancel and reschedule was a more appealing option
for me and this also presented many hurdles to
overcome, 1.e. the school was reserved for next
Saturday and unavailable unless the existing lessee
would agree to change dates, Pierce Sound was also
booked for the weekend but available Easter
Saturday (not considered a good day from
attendance point of view), Saturday, Apri! 26"
would conflict with the St. Thomas

chapter annual shows, we didn’t know the Crossfire
quartet’s upcoming schedule, etc.,

etc. Consequently, T wanted to stay the course.
When the scenery and other items from the church
arrived we moved them by light from flashlights into
the pitch-dark school auditorium and decided to
leave all other setup plans until 8:30 a.m. Saturday.

Arriving at the school Saturday, things looked
encouraging despite the fact full power had not been
restored. There was insufficient power to operate
the forty foot lighting truss system and sound
system. However, there was enough power to light





















