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Montreal Convention

When I joined barbershop a few years ago, I never
thought of going to a SPEBSQSA international
convention. But Montreal was an opportunity since
1t was relatively close and very few SPEBSQSA
conventions are held in Canada. The singing was
impressive, particularly, the AIC show, the
Association of International Champions.

This show was excellent with a great sound system
and overhead screens. It featured some of the best
quartet winners from previous international
conventions. At a few occasions, about 15 of the
quartets formed a chorus and sang songs as a group.
It was the highlight of the convention for me to hear
the best of the best. T had always heard that
barbershop was a hobby done by amateurs but if
these people are amateurs the professionals I have
heard are sure in trouble.
I 'must admit though, that the sound system of the
Bell” forum sure made a difference The next day I
heard some of the same quartets sing as part of the
“sing with the champs” program in a hotel and the
1c;uality (sound system/acoustics) was not at the same
evel.
Our chapter has learned the importance of good
acoustics and a quality sound system at our annual
shows but we have also learned that it is not always
possible to have these two features when we do
regular performances. Nevertheless, we should
strive to perform where the acoustics and the sound
systems are of good quality as this enhances the
sound substantially. With this in mind I have heard
that some chapters have acquired their own good
quality sound systems, learned how to “mic”
quartets and choruses and select venues with good
acoustics for their performances. I ‘m sure, as funds
become available and we gain more experience, our
chapter will move more in this direction as well.

I also had the chance to watch the Garden City
Chorus, from San Diego, rehearse for the big

competition on Saturday. They did a lot of the
things we do in warm-up and some of the things we
don’t do. I noticed that their movements were
completely synchronized and with a group of 70
men, that takes a lot of practice. They had also
clearly done a lot of work on facial expressions.

T had a chance to meet and discuss barbershop with
barbershopl}l)ers from other parts of the world and
learn that the barbershop society has an internationa
flavor. There are apparently chapters in Western
Europe, Australia, Russia, Asia and, of course,
North America.

All in all, it was a good convention with great
singing and lots of fun and I"'m glad that I had the
opportunity to attend.

Power Play Brings
Home Gold

(society news release).
International quartet champion is a family affair

Power Play is the new international barbershop
quartet champion. The foursome won the pinnacle
of barbershop quartet competition at the 65th annua
international convention of the Barbershop Harmon
Society held this week at the Bell Centre in
Montreal, Quebec.
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Power Play (continued)

Power Play is unique in the barbershop world in
that it is made up of family members. Dad Jack
Slamka sings bass with his sons Mike, the lead and
Mark, the baritone, and his nephew Don Slamka,
the tenor. The quartet represents the Hillsdale and
Macomb County, Michigan Chapters and the
Pioneer District. The quartet trophy was presented
to the winner by Society President roger Lewis,
who also is from the Pioneer District.

The new champion was selected from a field of 10
finalists. The quartets had been through two
previous rounds of competition prior to tonight's
finals. The winning group is chosen on the basis of
cumulative score for the three rounds, Each
quartets sings two songs in each round. Forty-three
quartets sang in two quarter-final rounds
Wednesday. Twenty moved ahead to Friday night's
semi-final round and 10 advanced to Saturday's
finals. Five judges in each of three categories --
Singing, Presentation and Music -- scored the entire
contest.

The silver medalist quartet was Gotcha! from the
San Jose, Santa Fe Springs and South Bay,
California; Denver Mile High, Colorado Chapters,
representing the Far Western District.

Three bronze medalist groups were also chosen:

(3) Metropolis from the Rincon Beach and Santa Fe
Springs, California Chapters, representing the Far
Western District.

(4) Uptown Sound from the Greater Central Ohio
and Mansfield, Ohio; Dallas Metro, Texas Chapters
representing the Johnny Appleseed District.

(5) Riptide from the Central Alabama; Marietta,
Georgia; Alexandria, Virginia Chapters,
representing the Dixie District,

Rounding out the top 10 were

(6) Cheers from the Northbrook and West Peoria-
Metro, Tllinois; St. Charles, Missouri Chapters,
representing the Illinois District.

(7) Excalibur from the Northbrook, Illinois; Hilltop,
Minnesota; Frank H. Thorne Chapters, representing
the Land O' Lakes District.

(8) Flipside from the Greater Portland and Tualatin
Valley, Oregon Chapter, representing the Evergreen
District.

(9) Wheelhouse from the Wilmington, Delaware;
Bowie, Maryland; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Chapters, representing the MidAtlantic District.

(10) Saturday Evening Post from the Monument
Hill, Colorado; Dallas Metro, Houston and Town
North Plano, Texas Chapters, representing the
Southwestern District .

For detailed scoring information, visit the
Barbershop Harmony Society web site at
www.spebsqsa.org .

The Barbershop Harmony Society, founded in 1938
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, is today the world's largest all-
male singing organization. Membership numbers
about 33,000 throughout North America. There are
eight official foreign affiliates of the Society in
England, Ireland, Germany, The Netherlands,
Sweden, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa.
But barbershop harmony is sung in more than 40
countries around the world, including Finland,
Japan, China, Russia and Israel.

Toronto Northern Lights is second
{as seen in “The Kings’ Clarion”

Vocal Majority has not lost in at International for more
than 30 years so it’s not surprising that they would be the
champion chorus again this year. Their director, Jim
Clancy, has been with them the whole time and he has a
son who is following in his footsteps. They are good and
they know what it takes to win. They put on an
mmpressive performance. Both moves and sound were
very crisp and clean. All 147 men were a unit.

But they were not nearly as much fun to watch as some
other choruses. 1 was thrilled to watch Toronto
Northern Lights start off singing a very serious and
intense version of It’s Impossible knowing that they were
going to break into a parody spoofing VM. I literally
broke out laughing when [ heard “It’s impossible to sniff
a Cadillac up your nose”. Those who weren’t expecting
it were still sitting there wondering if they had heard
right. Dave and the other 46 men did a great job and

- made us all proud. MegaCity chorus placed a very

respectable 13" out of 21 competing choruses.

Apparently the judges preferred VM but TNL and some
other choruses were much more entertaining. A winning
chorus must sit out for two years so next year someone
else will have a chance to win. Maybe it will be the little
chorus from Ontario.
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Mon'treal Results

'OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, SPEBSQSA, Inc., International
lnternational Chorus Finals, Montreal, Quebec, July 5, 2003

Chapter / Nickname Song MUS PRS SNG Totai Avg Caot
1 Dallas Metro, TX You Don't Know Me 465 475 474 2838 946 146
The Vocal Majority  Puttin’ On The Ritz 469 483 472
2 Toronto, ON It's Impossible/Impossible 438 465 461 2781 927 46
Dream (Parody) .
The Northern Lights Song For The Little Guy 462 475 460
3 5t Charles, MO Just A Kid Named Joe 453 474 448 2726 909 120
' Ambassadors of Harmony  Shine 444 465 442 '
4 Greater Central Ohio, OH  For All We Know 436 442 431 2642 881 48
The Alliance South Rampart Street Parade 440 457 436
5 Greendale, Wi Gee, I Wish [ Was Back
Midwest Vocal Express  [n The Army/Dogfa 427 459 435 2628 876 75
_ This Is The Army, 427 455 425
'~ Mister Jones/Over There
6 Alexandria, VA Auld Lang Syne 441 430 432 2597 866 103
Alexandria Harmonizers A/ Aboard For Dixie Land 430 438 426
7 Denver Mile High, CO Only You 425 435 426 2578 859 99
Sound of The Rockies  Too! Toot Tootsie/When 429 445 418
The Midnight ChooChoo
S_Housmn, TX Always 427 431 429 2567 856 85
“Rdelenders  — TopHut White Tiedmd— #1740 423 e
o Hilion, M Tails/Steppin’ Out W
illtop, M All Alone 422 422 :
Great Northern Union  That's A-Plenty 415 452 ::1% 23 w4 o8
10 Western Hills, OH With A Song In My Heart 420 419 422 2517 839 67
Southern Gateway  Take Me 7o The Land Of 418 428 410 ;

Jazz/At The Jazz

Official Scoring Summary. SPEBSQSA, Inc. International
Intematinna]‘ Quartet Finals, Montreal, July 5, 2003.

Finals ~ Song MUS PRSSNG Subt Prev

1 Power Play When There's Love At Home 449 464 452 2723 5376 8099 90.0
The Best Times I Ever Had 446 464 448

2 Gotcha! What More Can A Soldier Give 462 461 456 2734 5338 8072 897
‘When It's Night Time In Dixie Land 455 450 450

3 Metropolis 1 Only Have Eyes For You 444 461 439 2699 5352 8051 893
I'm In Love Again/Them There Eyes 447 462 446

4 Uptown Sound If1 Love Again 449 444 451 2667 5321 7988 888
My Honey's Lovin' Arms 437 443 443

5Riptide  Love's Old Sweet Song 447 450 443 2689 5278 7967 885

~ Ain't She Sweet?/YesSir, That'sMyBaby 450 451 448 _

6 Cheers! That's Life 426 433 418 2550 5080 7630..84.8
If You Love Mg, Really Love Me 425 431 417 )

7 Excalibur ~ Fascinating Rhythm 404 424 416 2501 5093 7594 844
MySugarSoRefined/WhenITakeMySugarTo 419 422 416

8 Flipside Paper Doll 424 433 425 2546 5028 7574 842
‘What Kind Of Fool Am I? 422 422 420

9 Whecthouse When I Leave The World Behind 423 418 418 2511 5022 7533 837
Any Time 418 418 416

10 Saturday Evening Post Make'EmLaugh/BeAClown 400 417 410 2471 5057 7528 836

(As seen in “The“Twin City Hi-Notes”)



SOCIETY UPDATE

by Sampson Reed

MONTREAL CONVENTION VIDEOS

Order your convention videos from Harmony
Marketplace

Quartet and chorus videos and DVDs may be
ordered from Harmony Marketplace by calling
800.876.7464 x8410. It is anticipated that the
videos and DVDs will be available in October.

The price is the same for video or DVD: $25 USD.

PHONE LISTINGS
Make your chapter easy to find

Every chapter has probably struggled with choosing
a phone book listing at some time or another.
There's updated information on the Society web site
that could help make your chapter easy to find and
possibly get you more performance bookings. Find
it at www.spebsqsa.org > Run Your Chapter > Get

Famous > Listing your chapter in the telephone
book.

MIDWINTER CONVENTION

Power Play heads AISQC Show lineup at
midwinter convention

Power Play, the 2003 international champion
quartet, will headline the annual show produced by
the Association of International Seniors Quartet
Champions (AISQC), at the 2004 midwinter
convention in Biloxi, Mississippi, Friday, January
30, 2004 at 2 p.m.

The show is titled "Classic Harmony" and will also
feature The Barons, 2003 seniors champion, plus
several past seniors champion quartets and the
ATSQC Chorus directed by Joe Liles. Tickets are
$12.

Register for the Biloxi midwinter convention

Get away to sunny Biloxi for a great week of
barbershop harmony, shows and the international
seniors quartet contest. To register, go to

www.spebsqsa.org > Happenings > Midwinter
Convention or call 800.876.7464 x8462. The
midwinter convention runs from January 25 to
February 1, 2004,

TRAVEL & CRUISES

Join The Barons for a post-midwinter convention
cruise

The Barons, 2003 international seniors quartet
champion, will host a cruise aboard Carnival’’s new
Mega Fun Ship, the “““Conquest™ leaving from
New Orleans February 01 and returning to New
Orleans February 08, 2004,

Ports of call include: Montego Bay, Grand Cayman,
and Cozumel

At 110,000 tons, this fantastic floating resort offers
an enormous variety of entertainment areas,
including an expanded children’’s World Arcade.
For couple’’s only, there is the romantic
reservations only supper club. Sixty percent of her
staterooms have ocean views with a sitting area.
There are nightspots for every musical taste and she
is a perfect vacation for the entire family, The
following cabin categories are available.

Category 4A (inside) $560.00 (per person)

Category 6A (outside) $710.00 (per person)

Category 8A (outside with balcony) $860.00 (per
person)

3™ and 4™ person in cabin $349.00 (per person)

Additional are: Port taxes, security charges and
government fees of $172.50, gratuities ($68.50)
and airfare. If you attend the convention we will
transfer you to New Orleans,

For information and reservations call TravelEx
International at 800.882.0499.



CELEBRATIONS

Coming Events ‘
Wednesday, August 20™

6:30 rehearsal 7:00 p.m. sing @ Chateau Chapter Birthdays

Gardens Gardens, Parkhill followed by regular August 1 Walt DeRuiter
meeting. August 4 Isabel Bowron
Wednesday, September 17, August 7 Elaine Linden
Beattie Haven Retirement Community, August 10 Norma Allen
Wardsville. Further details in due course. August 17 Bill Gough
Saturday, September 20" August 17 Gord Nisbet
Annual Family Golf Day, Wardsville Golf & August 31 Diny Craenen
Country Club @ 1:30 p.m. hosted by Elaine & Tom Sept. 1 Les Campbell
Linden. ' ‘@ Sept. 12 Roswell McPherson

Sunday, October 19™ Sept. 26 Joan Knoll

10:30 a.m. @ Forest United Church
Anniversary service.
Sunday, November 30™>> 1:30 p.m.

| Chapter Anniversaries
August 14 John & Enid Gough

Strathroy United Church. hosting of annual August 20 Harold & Deb Boekhoven
Western Division Christmas Benefit Contest. Aug. 31 Gil & Diny Craenen
Saturday Dec. 13 Sept. 3 Hugh & Dorothy Nisbet.
Annual Christmas party at Strathroy Anglican Church hall. Sept 5 Bob & Barb Howlett

Sept. 7 Dan & Betty Schieman

The Boafd’s Business

* ... Overall annual dues structure to be reviewed at October board meeting with any changes to be
approved before January 1, 2004,

. 2004 learning tapes have been received and distributed.

. GST rebate for the past 3 years has been received by the chapter.

. The chapter’s recent donation to the Harmonize for Speech Fund has resulted in the chapter’s name
being engraved on a metal plate for display on the donor wall at Harmony Hall.

*  Arrangements for the 2004 show are underway including the date, location, contacts for the MC and

-+ the headline quartet.
. Chapter incerporation is proceedmg through local solicitor George Sinker.
. Strathroy United Church and the organist have been reserved for the Western Division Christmas

Concert scheduled for Sunday, November 30,

Next Fanfare Deadline:
Oct. 1, 2003.













