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Performances

by Bill Robertson
V.P. Performance

On Sunday May 30", twenty-one
members attended the Zion United
Church in Crediton to celebrate the
150" anniversary of the original log
church and the 108" year in the
building used today. Guest speaker
was Rev. John Patterson from
Stratford. The service was followed
by a lunch served in the Sunday
School Hall down stairs.

At the Knox United Church in
Newbury, nineteen members attended
the 130™ Anniversary of that church. This
is Bob and Eunice Fennell’s home church. The
guest speaker was a young man, a local boy, fresh
from a seminary in Louisville, Kentucky and what an
outstanding speaker.

After the service, a wonderful summer supper was
served.

The next chapter performance scheduled is the
Ontario Pork Producers Barbecue in Poplar Hill July
8th
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Barbershop weekly BULLETIN

While Roswell McPherson is away, please send
any announcements you have to Bill Gough for
inclusion in thc Chapter’s weekly email bulletin.
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Next Fanfare Deadline:
July 28, 2004. |

Fund Raising & Community Service
by Bill Robertson
V.P. Performance

I would like to start by thanking all the
members that gave up their time to prepare and sell
hot dogs and sausages on the two Saturdays in May
Besides raising funds to be presented to the
Strathroy/Caradoc Fire Department, towards the
purchase of a thermal imaging unit, the fun and
camaraderie that was enjoyed by all was priceless.
The $822.00 raised will be handed over to the Fire
Chief Bill Gibson at a later date.

The Big Bike Ride for Heart and Stroke wa
a great success, a goal of $28,000 was set, but a
figure of over $33,000 was achieved. The Vocal
Federation team consisted of six Barbershoppers,
four Harold Angels, two Fire Fighters and a hand
full of friends and family to make near full bike.
Even Doug Clipperton, who has been a guest at
two meetings, last Wednesday night asked about th
bike ride, took a pledge sheet and got over $120.00 |
in pledges by Friday noon, way to go Doug.
We raised a total of $1592.00, and from the
organizers and myself, thank you to all for your
support either by riding or your pledges.

Board Committee Meeting
Show Committee- Meets at 7PM
Board Of Directors-Meets at 8PM




CELEBRATIONS

Chapter Birthdays

June 24 Jim McDougall
June 29 Audrey Hughes
July 1 Hugh Nisbet

July 7 Barbara Knox
July 20 Mary Vair

July 22 Ken Vanderheyden
July 28 Harold Boekhoven
July 31 Dan Schieman
August 1 Walt DeRuiter
August 7 Elaine Linden

Chapter Anniversaries

June 30 Bud & Stella Jackson

July 7 Gil & Diny Craenen

July 9 Bob & Eunice Fennell

July 16 Grant & Barbara Knox
July 17 Doug and Nancy Langs
July 23 Blake & Audrey Hughes
July 25 Brian & Sandy McDougall

Coming Events

. July 8™, Middlesex Pork Producers
performance 7.00pm to 8.30pm.

. August 18, Annual Horseshoe
Championships. Hosts- John & Jeanne
King 24244 Saxton Rd., Strathroy.
Dinner 5:30 to 6:30 followed by
"shoes”. (Throwing of own shoes
discouraged).

Sept. 20..Chapter's 9™ anniversary.

. Sept. 25™ Golf Tournament. Dinner at
5.30. Wardsville Golf & Country Club.
Hosts - Tom & Elaine Linden.

Fall convention is in Brantford October
15-17, 2004.

Church Performamce

On Sunday, June 13, 2004 about 20 members
of the barbershop chorus performed at Knox
United Church in Newbury. The service took
place at about 3 p.m. and the chorus sang
three songs during the first part of the service
and three songs during the second part.

The Vocal Federation chorus was dressed in
formal

attire, complete with red cummerbund and bow
tie and directed by Jim McDougall.

A number of Harold’s Angels attended the
service and | am told that this was the best
attendance the church has had in years.

An excellent dinner followed the service and it
was an enjoyable afternoon.

Harold’ s Angels

by Diny Craenen

We had a very good garage sale and raised
$600.00

The weather was poor for both weekends, but
we had a lot of fun

Thank you all for contributing and: thank you
team.

Hi John,

"You show me a piano falling down a mine
shaft

and I'll show you A-flat Minor."

Gil Craenen

why it's good to be a manl!

if you are 34 and single, nobody notices
“you can do your nails with a pocket knife
you are unable to see the wrinkles on your
clothes

a 5-day vacation takes only one suitcase
you can open all your own jars

the occasional belch is practically
expected
7. the world is your urinal

LRy

ook

excerpted with thanks from “Our Ow’n Sound” vol. 41, No.2



- end times are subject to change

Society News

by Reed Sampson
PROBE

PROBE lauriéhes Louisville site

Once again PROBE (Public Relations Officers and
Bulletin Editors) of SPEBSQSA will provide a Web
page with up-to-the-minute news and coverage of the
international barbershop convention and contests.
Last year they had more than 8,000 hits.

The Web site is already up and running. There you
will find a "one-stop shop" for the event with the
convention schedule, order of appearance and
competitor rankings. During convention week you'll

. be able to read the daily bulletins, the official

convention program, links to the live Web cast and,
of course, the official score sheets. You will also find
Web cams from around the city of Louisville, maps,
time and temps and even a conversion chart for the
time zone impaired.

The man making it all happen this year is New
Zealand Barbershopper Steve Currington. He'll keep
it updated with the news as it happens. One note: the
site is presently best viewed with Internet Explorer.
All this is provided as a free service of PROBE.

To access the Web site, visit
www_harmonize.com/PROBE/

WEBCAST SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED

The following events are the only ones that will run
on the webcast from Louisville. Please note: start and

Wednesday, June 30th
Quartet Quarterfinals

11:30 a.m. - 400 p.m. EDT
6:30 pm. - 11:00 p.m. EDT

Thursday. July 1st

AIC Show

6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. EDT

Friday, July 2nd

MBNA America Collegiate Barbershop Quartet
Contest

11:30 am. - 5:00 p.m. EDT
Quartét Semifinals

7:00 p.m. - 1.0:30 p-m.
Saturday, July 3rd

Chorus Finals

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. EDT
Quartet Finals

6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. EDT

More than 30 hours of webcast are scheduled. We
need your support to continue this great service.
Complete details and donation information are

available at http://webcast.spebsqsa.org

Harmony Marketplace

For barbershop material you can go online to
www.harmonymarketplace.com.

They have barbershop apparel, CDs, music gifts,
songbooks, etc.

SOCIETY SURVEY

In June 2004, QualCore Research will undertake
a project among Society members in the U.S. &
Canada. This is the third phase of a research
project undertaken by the Marketing Task force
under the direction of the Society Board aimed at:
- understanding why men join the Society;
- understanding public perceptions of the Society

and barbershop harmony; and ultimately
" -finding ways to identify & turn prospects into

¢ members.

It you are contacted regarding these surveys, we
' hope you'll respond enthusiastically and candidly

y to the interviewers. Your participation is voluntary,
we Of course, but vital to the growth and success of

= the Society. All personal information collected is
1 kept strictly confidential, and will not be used for

-~ storing personal information about our members -
only to create statistical studies of the group.

Repninted from the Owen Sound Chapter bulletin



Harmony College North

by Roswell McPherson

The program started Friday June 4™, at 8pm., Tt
began with a general session that included new
music, polecats, tags, woodshedding and videos.
When Jim DeBussman came forward I was called to
the front to be used for singing demonstration
purposes. I was asked to sing something, so I started
Heart of My Heart. Part way through he stopped me
and asked members of the audience to critique my
silrfliging_ He did this several times and had me doing
different things to try to improve my singing. Talk
about a free singing lesson, I was up front 15 -20
minutes.

Saturday morning, after breakfast, by the way
excellent meals with lots of variety, there was a
general session from 8.30 am to 9.30 am.

At 9.30 the first class I took was Sound
Management. Al Baker was the instructor and he
talked about helping singers to sing correctly all the
time so they would not hurt themselves and it would
become more natural. I volunteered to go to the
front for demonstration purposes. A number of
things taught at this class have been mentioned by
John and Jim at our practices. There were nine in the
class I took, and near the end he had all of us at the
front. He had us start singing, then he listened to
each one and would suggest changes. When he was
done the group had a very good sound.

The session in the afternoon was lead by Bob
Pyper. The class was entitled Chords &
Progressions.

I do not have enough musical knowledge to
understand most of what was being taught, however
I did begin to understand, a little bit, how music is
written.

The Saturday evening show included a Sweet
Adeline chorus from Kitchener-Waterloo, with two
Quartets, a Harmony Inc. chorus from Guelph, with
one Quartet, and the Guelph B.B.S. chorus.

There were several Quartets including Mirage and
Michigan Jake.

The weekend was well organized and well worth
the time to go.

Harmony College North

by Ken VanderHeyden
After two years of barbershop experience T

signed up for Harmony College North, not really
knowing what I was in far, we left Strathroy Friday
afternoon and made cur way by Gord’s limo service
to Guelph. After registration we attended the Friday
night open session Lea#2 By Doing, this included
warm ups, tags, woodshedding, polecats and videos.

After quite a full evening of singing we went to the
lounge in the University club for some social time,
we also listened to more tags by some very gifted
singers.

Saturday started with a great breakfast
followed by a general warm-up session. We then
went to our chosen classes, mine being Gean
Harwood’s morning session entitled Singing Better-

Voice.

The do’s for breathing:
Warm air vs cold air - deep breathing vs shallow
Air / mussel management relax while singing.
Head tones vs chest tones, head tones being the
brighter, preferable tone.
The favoured exercise of Gean was the lip-roll-
bubble practice, which we received for most of the
session. The reasons for this type of practice was:
first to strengthen the support system, re-deep
breathing , second mussels are loosened in the throat
for better singing . This practice required a full
“tank” of air at all times to keep the lips blowing
bubbles.

Gean also gave us an exercise to develop the
breathing. Tt was to take a piece of paper and go to
a wall, then putting the paper against the wall you
must keep it up with your breath. It sounds easy,
but when trying to increase the length of time and
repetitions, it gets difficult. I found this class very
interesting and hope to use some of these techniques
in future practice at home.

The afternoon session I attended was
instructed by Jim De Busman, it was also entitled
Sing Better-Voice, though it had a different
approach. After a warm-up time, he gave everyone a
voice lesson. He had you sing in a number of
different keys watching such things as how you
stood, your balance, head position, knee flex and
breathing support you used. He would correct
improper posture or vocal techniques using a yoga
position he has developed. Although it was exciting
it was also rather nerve racking getting up in front of
a great coach and sing by yourself. We all got
through this exercise and learned a little more about
our voice.

After supper we went to a evening show that
was loaded with quartets and vocal choruses, it was
two and one-half hours of amazing show. With some
aﬁe{jglow singing the day was complete. With
Sunday morning came the time to go home. The
days to come would bring time to use the new ideas
I'had learned. This weekend retreat was a great
learning experience and with that T would look
forward to attending again. 1 thank the Vocal
Federation for giving me opportunity to attend
Harmony College North this year.















